
REPORT OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

The Planning and Development Department hereby forwards to the Planning Commission, Land 
Use and Zoning Committee, and City Council its comments and recommendations on: 

 
ORDINANCE 2018-74 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 656 (ZONING CODE), PART 1 (GENERAL 
PROVISIONS), SUBPART D (ZONING EXCEPTIONS, VARIANCES AND WAIVERS, 
AMENDMENTS TO FINAL ORDER, APPEALS OF WRITTEN INTERPRETATIONS 
OF THE DIRECTOR AND APPEALS OF FINAL ORDERS OF THE COMMISSION), 
TO PROVIDE  REFERENCE OF COUNCIL APPROVAL FOR CERTAIN 
EXCEPTIONS ALLOWING FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES; AMENDING PART 3 
(SCHEDULE OF DISTRICT REGULATIONS), CHAPTER 656 (ZONING CODE), 
ORDINANCE CODE, TO CREATE SEPARATE CATEGORIES FOR USES ALLOWED 
BY EXCEPTION FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION AND OFF-PREMISES 
CONSUMPTION SO THAT EXCEPTIONS FOR OFF-PREMISES CONSUMPTION OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ARE HEARD BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND TO 
REQUIRE A FACILITY FOR SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR OFF-
PREMISES CONSUMPTION BE A PERMISSIBLE USE BY EXCEPTION IN CCG-2 
ZONING DISTRICT AND TO REQUIRE SUCH APPLICATION BE HEARD BY CITY 
COUNCIL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
I. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
This bill amends the Zoning Code so that all new liquor stores will require a zoning exception 
and that all such exception applications will be heard by the City Council rather than the Plan-
ning Commission. 
 
II. EVALUATION 

A. The need and justification for the change The Zoning Code currently permits liquor stores by 
right in the Commercial Community General-2 (CCG-2) zoning district and by grant of a 
zoning exception in the Commercial Community General-1 (CCG-1), Industrial Business 
Park (IBP), Industrial Light (IL), Industrial Heavy (IH), Industrial Water (IW), Agriculture 
(AGR), Public Buildings and Facilities-2 (PBF-2), Public Buildings and Facilities-3 (PBF-3), 
and Recreation and Open Space (ROS) zoning districts.  

Zoning exceptions for liquor stores are currently heard by the Planning Commission and do 
not go to City Council unless the decision of the Planning Commission is appealed. This bill 
will make all zoning exceptions for new liquor stores go before the City Council for 
consideration. This bill was filed after several city councilmembers found new liquor stores 
opening up by right without an opportunity for public input. 

 
B. The relationship of the proposed amendment to the Comprehensive Plan and the work of the 

Department with appropriate consideration as to whether the proposed amendment will 
further the purposes of the Zoning Code and Comprehensive Plan. 



 
This bill is consistent with the spirit and intent of both the Comprehensive Plan and the 
Zoning Code in that it is the intent of the legislation to protect and preserve the public health, 
safety and welfare of the people of the City of Jacksonville by instituting and enforcing rules 
regarding the off-premises sales of alcoholic beverages.  

 
C. Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The Comprehensive Plan is silent with regard to this topic. 
 

 
III. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Should Ordinance 2018-74 be approved, the Planning and Development Department finds 
that the change does not conflict with any provision of the Zoning Code or Comprehensive 
Plan.  
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